
























































Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


The St. Andrew Daily Missal 
By Dom Gaspar Lefebvre, 0.S.B. 
Size—4x6in., India paper, 1,195 pages, 170 illustrations, % in. thick. 
The Regular or American edition of the St. Andrew Daily Missal was designed 
to meet the demand for a smaller book and principally for the laity. It is a complete 
Daily Missal, but it does not have the Latin of the Collects, Epistles and Gospels. 
With this exception this Missal is in Latin and English. 
This Edition is particularly easy to learn to use in following the Mass. The 
ordinary cf the Mass is printed on heavier paper and (a real worthwhile feature) 
placed in the center because it balances the book, making it easier to hold. 











Binding Description Retail Each 
O-A Black cloth, semi-flexible, burnished red edges .............. .. $1.75 
1-A Fabrikoid imitation leather, burnished red edges ............ 2.75 * 
14%4-A Fabrikoid imitation leather, red under gold edges .......... .- 8.00 
2-A American seal leather, red under gold edges ..................... 4.50 
544-A Morocco leather, burnished red edges 5.00 
5-A Morocco leather, gold roll red under gold edges .. 5.75 
5H-A De Luxe binding. Real Morocco red under gold edges. ... 8.50 


Please Order From: — 
THE E.M. LOHMANN CO., 413-417 Sibley St., St. Paul, Minn. 


Che Spirit of St. Benedict 


an explanation of the Holy Rule of St. Benedict 
by Dom I. Lanslots, O.S.B. 


HIS book will prove useful and helpful not only to members of the 
religious family of St. Benedict, but also to secular oblates affiliat- 
ed with the Benedictine Order, who strive to imbibe the spirit of 

the great founder. The explanation follows the Holy Rule of Saint 

Benedict, chapter by chapter, giving practical examples many of them 

drawn from the Fathers of the Church and ancient monastic chronicles. 
Size 9x6 in., 281 pages, paper binding. $1.25 each. 


Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. . 
Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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—. AeCLOUS CRiistnas Gifts 


offered for new subscriptions to 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 








HIS year, we are offering one of the precious Scheyern 

Crosses in addition to one copy of our new children’s 

booklet: BOY HEROES as a premium for ONE new 

subscription to ‘““Tabernacle and Purgatory." Those who 

are eager to reduce their Christmas gift expenses, could 

easily do so by subscribing to our Eucharistic messenger. 
For only $1.00 you secure a truly worthy gift, really TWO GIFTS IN 
ONE, for the magazine itself could serve as one gift, while the 
premiums would make splendid gifts in themselves. 

Our dear readers need no introduction to the SCHEYERN 
CROSS which we have been offering as a premium for some time. 
Those who have used the Cross have in many instances received 
remarkable help: The following is but one of many testimonies which 
could be quoted. 

“Now I must fell you of the cures in the family through the use of the 
Scheyern Cross. My daughter had heart trouble, then she got very sick with 
pleurisy; she was so bad the doctor called the priest. I put my Scheyern Cross 
on her side and two hours after the pain was gone. She has never felt it since. 
Through the use of the Scheyern Cross, I was cured of sharp pains running 
through my whole body, and my grandson was cured of severe inflammation in 
the chest. Surely God shows His mercy through this little Cross.” 


Crucifixes Rosaries 
Nickel bound crucifix 5 inches Cocoa beads: 18 in. in length for 
in size for 2 new subscriptions; 3 new subscriptions; large cocoa 
6 inches in size for 3 new sub- beads: 24 inches in length for 2 
scriptions. new subscriptions. 


Helpful Books 


The King’s Steward — a most interesting and edifying account of the 
life of a Catholic business man of our days. It presents to the reader an 
outstanding Catholic gentleman in the light of a keen business executive, a 
dutiful husband and a loving father. Attractive stiff cloth binding; 7% x 
5% inches; 100 pages. Given for 5 new subscriptions. 


The Life of Father Lukas Etlin, 0.S.B. — a biographical sketch of 
the life and activities of this saintly son of St. Benedict, who combined to 
an unusually perfect degree the active and contemplative life. 5%x6% 
inches; 91 pages; many illustrations; attractive paper binding. Given for 
3 new subscriptions. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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X Blessed Christnvas 


to all ovr dear Readers and Benefactors 


‘‘May the Peace of God keep your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus !’’ 


As. nn ae 


O WORDS could express our Christmas wishes more truly 
N and more beautifully than these which we have borrowed 

from the great Apostle, St. Paul. 

“Peace on earth,"’ was the message of the angels at Beth- 
lehem — not the false, uncertain peace which the world gives, 
but the true and lasting peace which God gives to those who 
love and serve Him faithfully. 

The Babe of Bethlehem, whose gracious birth we com- 
memorate on Christmas day, is the true Prince of Peace. Though 
the world in which we live is torn with strife because it has 
turned away from God, let us cling the more steadfastly to Jesus, 
our only hope of salvation. And may this Christmas be for us 
all a renewal of our love and loyalty to Him who comes to us 
again as a:tender Infant, taking unto Himself our frail humanity 
in order to make us sharers of His Divinity. 


Benediétine SiSters of Perpetual Adoration 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 34 December, 1938 No. 8 











The Spirit of Advent 





OW longingly our holy Mother the Church looks for 
the coming of Christ during the dreary, cold December 
days; how eagerly she sighs for Him who is to rise as 
the true sun in the midst of earth’s dark night! In 
spirit, she goes back to the time before His first coming, 
that time of spiritual darkness and desolation, and her 
maternal heart experiences the great longing which the 
patriarchs and prophets experienced during those thou- 

sands of anxious years in which both Jews and Gentiles awaited the 

coming of the Savior. 

In nature, at this season of the year, the days continually grow 
shorter, and the nights longer. Darkness seems to triumph over light. 
The trees stand apparently lifeless and bare, while fields and meadows 
are divested of their beauty. The earth is, as it wese, benumbed with 
ice and snow. Is this not a picture of the darkness reigning in the 
understanding and the coldness reigning in the hearts of unhappy 
mankind before the birth of the Savior? No longer recognizing the 
Creator in His works, those unhappy people made unto themselves 
gods of the stars, of animals, and of images of wood and stone. With 
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this practice of idolatry, immorality likewise prevailed, and the deluge 
of sin which overspread the unredeemed pagan world was appalling. 
The few persons who had kept their faith in the one, true God were 
powerless and helpless, and as a person who is very sick longs for 
the coming of morning light to end a night of misery and pain, so 
those unhappy men looked for the coming of the promised Savior. 

Today also there are entire nations and peoples who sit in the 
darkness and in the shadow of spiritual death, for whom Christ, the 
Sun ‘of Justice, has not yet risen. During the solemn Advent season, 
should we not implore the grace of redemption for these, our erring 
brethren? And how many are the unbelievers, the lax and indifferent 
souls, even in Christian countries, who do not hearken to the. summons 
of the Advent bells, who do not feel the need of Christ as Redeemer 
nor fear Him as Judge! By our fervent supplications, let us lead 
these souls to Christ, that their cold, desolate hearts may become 
susceptible to the graces.of the Nativity. Let us unite ourselves daily 
with the liturgy of the Church, pleading in her spirit, employing her 
very words, for the entire liturgy during Advent embodies that most 
powerful and efficacious petition of the “Our Father”: Thy Kingdom 
come. 

While the other nations of the earth were enveloped in profound 
darkness, the bright star of the true revelation shone over the tents 
of the people of Israel. God, in His wise and loving: Providence, 
had selected this nation to preserve the true religion and to keep alive 
the hope in a Redeemer promised already in paradise; yes, it was 
out of this very people that the Messiah was io be born, that He was 
to take His human nature. Ever more clearly did the prophets show 
forth the image of the long-desired Savior, ever more eloquently 
did they describe the blessings of His kingdom, ever more ardently 
did they plead for the coming of the Redeemer. Like sweet-scented 
roses, Holy Church has intertwined these touching promises relative 
to the Messiah, and the pleadings for His coming, into the garland of 
her Divine services during Advent. For the spirit of the Advent season 
should remind us not only of the misfortune and misery of sin, but 
also of the unspeakable happiness which the first coming of the 
Redeemer brought, and the still greater happiness which His second 
coming will bring. 

Let us, following the example of our holy Mother, the Church, 
during the days in preparation for Christmas, strive to penetrate into 
the longings and hopes expressed by the prophets of the Old Law, 
sighing for the coming of the Redeemer-King, with their ardent long- 
ing in our hearts and their urgent cries of petition upon our lips. 
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It is true that we, the happy children of this holy Mother, have 
already received the grace of redemption in baptism, but should we 
not strive to grow and become ever more perfect in grace? On the 
approaching feast of the Nativity, Christ yearns to bring to us a new, 
a purer and more perfect life; He wishes to impart to us an ever- 
increasing fund of grace. And even if we already possess the grace 
of redemption in a high degree, we nevertheless “groan .within our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption of the sons of God, the redemption of 
our body,” as the apostle says (Rom. viii. 23). The glorious, perfect 
freedom of the children of God, the perfect redemption and glorifica- 
tion of body and soul, are not yet ours. Therefore, during: the days 
of Advent, we should likewise prepare for and await in: expectation 
the second coming of Jesus— His coming to each of our souls’ in- 
dividually and to the souls of ‘all who are prepared to ‘receive ‘Him. 
And finally, our entire life should be an Advent preparation for His 
third and last coming on the day of judgment, so that we may look 
forward with longing to this gteat day of light and victory for Him 
and for all who have loved and served Him faithfully. 


boo 
Symbolism of Our Cover Design 


URING the holy season of Advent, the Church sighs for the coming 
D of the Redeemer, not indeed as did the just of the Old Law for His 

first coming, but for the coming of His kingdom in the hearts of men. 
On the seven days immediately preceding Christmas, her longing takes the 
form of ardent petitions, urgently pleading with the Promised One under 
various titles to hasten His coming. ‘The inscription in our cover design 
for this month is drawn from one of these petitions, the so-called “O 
Antiphons,”” “O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae et Sol Justitiae, veni —- which 
in its entirety is translated: “O Orient, splendor of eternal, light and Sun of 
Justice, come and enlighten them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death.””’ 

For us, who are so happy ‘as to live under the dispensation of 'the New 
Testament, this glorious Sun of:Justice has already risen. It is our Emmanuel, 
God with us. Within our tabernacles He hides the gleaming rays. of: His 
glory under the white veils of the Eucharist, lest we be dazzled by. their 
splendor and fear to approach Him. Yet if He is to be to us truly the “Sun 
of Justice and the splendor of eternal light,” we must banish the clouds of 
sin from our souls and lay our hearts open to the rays of His grace. 

Each succeeding Advent is a time of special grace, during which we 
should renew our fervor and strive to draw nearer to Christ. Then our 
Christmas Communion will truly be a “new birth of the Savior” in our souls. 
During Advent also we should pray with renewed fervor that the bright 
Sun of the Eucharist may penetrate the darkness and coldness of the un- 
believing world, and by its glowing rays draw all men into the light and 
kingdom of God. 
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Jesus, Joy of the World 





LORY to God on high, peace, consolation and joy to 
men of good will!” Such was the message of the 
angels announcing the birth of the Savior of the world. 
In a poor stable, the Virgin most blessed gave birth 
to the Infant Savior—a child, yet nevertheless the 
infinite God, a mortal man and at the same time the 
Son of the Eternal God. O boundless mercy! O 
astounding miracle of grace and love Divine! The supreme God 
deigns to become man, to enter this world as a tiny child! The true 
God, the only-begotten of the Father, descends from heaven, takes a 
visible human form, assuming flesh from the Immaculate Virgin, and 
reveals Himself to the world as the God-man, the world’s life and 
light, its Creator and Redeemer. 

The King of Peace is glorified in His lowliness. He whose 
countenance all] the earth desires to behold has appeared in His sacred 
humanity as the Savior of the world. He is born into the world, not 
on account of the works of our justice, but on account of His own 
infinite mercy. Let heaven and earth, the sea and all contained therein, 
rejoice and give praise to Him, the almighty, eternal God, who 
appears in the form of a helpless little babe. The Divine Word willed 
His birth, so full of grace, to be announced by His holy angels. O 
joy sublime! O inestimable salvation, that is come this day to all 
the people! 

The Savior is born to us; He is wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and laid in a manger. With lively faith we confess Him to be equal 
to the Father in His Divinity whilst we behold Him clothed with our 
lowliness in His sacred humanity. The depth of His self-abasement 
is but the measure of His goodness. The lowlier the form He chooses 
in humility, the greater He is to us in the clear revelation of His 
boundless love. He, the King of heaven, deigns to be born of an 
earthly mother in order to restore to fallen man his right to the 
kingdom of heaven. In Him appears upon earth the salvation of 
mankind. 

O mystery ineffable and most wonderful! He who reigns as 
God in heaven lies as a helpless child in the manger! Let us adore 
Him in His poverty, in His humility, in His self-abasement, and render 
Him undying gratitude. The Creator of the world has taken the form 
of a servant in order to redeem His creatures. O sacred mystery, 
exceeding our comprehension, wrought by the God of love and mercy 
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for our redemption! “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt amongst us” (John i. 1). 

When Mary, the Virgin-Mother, overshadowed by the Holy Ghost, 
had brought forth her Divine Son in the stable of Bethlehem, when 


she had seen the shepherds and heard what they related, she kept 
all these words and pon- 


dered them in her heart. 
Who can enter into and 
fully realize the sublime af- 
fections of this most blessed 
Mother when she was rapt 
in the contemplation of her 
Divine Son? Let us follow 
her example, and with the 
Holy Catholic Church adore 
in profoundest reverence this 
holy Babe, the supreme God 
and Lord who rules heaven 
and earth even while He lies 
on the straw of the manger. 

How graciously our God 
looked down upon our mis- 
eries when He deigned to 
clothe Himself in our mor- 
tal nature and to be born as 
man! How condescending the 
all-wise Providence of God 
in calling as the first ador- 
ers the simple shepherds to 
manifest the Savior to them! 





No greater gift could God bestow 
Than this, His boundless love to show When the angel hosts had 
For us His children, here below. announced to the shepherds 


the joyful tidings, they came 
with haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the Child 
which was lying in the manger. What transports of joy filled the 
hearts of the shepherds on beholding the Savior of the world, and 
finding-true all that the angels had revealed. 

What joy, too, do our hearts experience when with the eyes of 
faith we see Him whom with our bodily eyes we cannot as yet behold. 
Jesus was born unto us as our Savior. Without Him we should have 
no hope of salvation. O comfort most sweet! O love irresistible! 
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Jesus, the Most High God, thus gives Himself to all. Truly, His love 
and mercy have done wonderful things for us. ‘And still He multiplies 
His graces in bestowing Himself upon us in the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Altar, in giving us His real and abiding presence in the Sacred 
Host. For Jesus Hostia, our Eucharistic Jesus, is indeed the very Son 
of God who was born of the Virgin Mary, who was laid in a manger, 
whom the shepherds beheld and adored, whom the Wise Men 
worshipped and to whom they offered their treasures of gold, frank- 
incense and myrrh. 

O Jesus, Joy of the world, I firmly believe that Thou art the true 
Redeemer who hast come to open for us the gates of heaven. This 
great mystery of Thy nativity is the foundation of my firm hope of 
salvation, and Thy loving presence fills my heart with a generous 
love, ready to offer Thee the best I have, all I have,— myself. O 
amiable Jesus, the most beautiful among the children of men, upon 
whose lips grace is poured forth, I offer Thee my heart. I love Thee 
most ardently, for Thou art my God, my Savior. My soul magnifies 
Thee and my spirit rejoices in Thee, my joy and my salvation. I 
glory in my infirmities and gladly acknowledge my nothingness. I 
am but dust and ashes — yes, worse than that, I am a sinner. But 
Thou hast come to raise me to the glory of heaven. 

O wonderful effects of Divine Mercy! How great is Thy con- 
descension, O my God! Thy life begins in the lowliness of the manger, 
continues in labor and sorrow, and ends in the infamy of the Cross. 
And in Thy Eucharistic abasement Thou dost dwell amongst us till 
the end of time. O Jesus! to Thee be thanksgiving without end. 
May Thy humility always reign in my heart! May all the angels 
and saints eternally praise, honor, love and give thanks to Thee, and 
may they adore Thee forever and ever! 


Sopot 
Speak to the Babe of Bethlehem 


with the sweet familiarity He so much loves. 
Our booklet, “Little Devotions to the Holy 
Infant Jesus” will help you when you are at a 
loss what to say. Besides affectionate collo- 
quies with the Divine Infant, the booklet con- 
tains the Christmas Mass, a Litany, and many 
other beautiful prayers. Each 5¢. 


“Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague” 
will teach you the secret of obtaining His miraculous favors. Besides an 
interesting history of this devotion, the booklet contains accounts of favors 
as well as prayers. Each 10¢. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Kingly Homage 





ERVENT and loving hearts strive by many 
means to pay to Jesus Christ, hidden beneath 
the lowly veils of the Euche:ist, the regal 
homage which is His due as sovereign ruler 
of heaven and earth. Rarely, however, has 
such royal homage reached a greater per- 
fection than that offered by the citizens of 
New Orleans and the thousands of visiting 
prelates and faithful during the Eighth 
National Eucharistic Congress, which opened 
on October 17th and terminated on the 20th. 

The historic city of New Orleans was 
transformed for the Congress into a vast 
cathedral in which Catholics from all parts of 
the United States and even from foreign lands gathered to offer a 
kingly homage of love, adoration and reparation to Jesus Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament. Never before had the city been so lavishly 
decorated as for this homage to the Eucharistic King. Flowers of 
gold and white bloomed in parks and along highways, thousands of 
flowers decked the altar and platform in the City Park Stadium where 
the Congress was officially opened and closed, and where men, women 
and children gathered for special services. Throughout the city, flags 
of the papal colors of yellow and white, along with the red-white-and- 
blue of American flags, lent a still more festive air. The beautiful and 
symbolic emblem of the Congress, showing a pelican superimposed 
on a Chalice over which was a Host, was displayed on the public 
highways, in the parks and on public buildings throughout the city. 
One of the interesting features of this Eucharistic emblem is the fact 
that the pelican which adorned it, symbolic of Our Lord in the 
Eucharist, was likewise symbolic of the City of New Orleans and of 
the State of Louisiana. Even the very air yielded its tribute of praise 
to its Maker, for an airship broadcast sacred music nightly as it 
traveled up and down and across the city. Thus did the lovely “Queen 
City of the South” adorn itself exteriorly for the public homage to 
its Divine King. The civil authorities of the city and state vied with 
each other to achieve this wonderful tribute of love to Our Lord in 
the Holy Eucharist. 

In keeping with the gigantic preparations for the Congress, was 
the so-called “Hall of Altars” opened in the Municipal Auditorium. 
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Here were erected one hundred little white-covered altars, where one 
hundred priests could celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass simul- 
taneously. Thus, during the Congress, hundreds of Sacred Hosts were 
daily raised heavenward and hundreds of chalices glimmered in the 
morning sun in the vast hall. No visiting priest was without an altar, 
and as soon as the first priests were finished, their places were taken 
by others. The Hall of Altars was not open to the public; only 
the red-cassocked altar boys and a few relatives of the priests, were 
privileged to witness the glorious spectacle of so many Masses being 
offered simultaneously. 

Masses for the public were celebrated at a large altar erected 
in one of the assembly halls of the Municipal Auditorium, beginning 
at five o’clock each day. Holy Communion was distributed at all 
the Masses. 

In these few pages, we can but touch upon the various events 
which went to make up the Eighth National Eucharistic Congress, 
from the splendid official welcome extended to His Eminence Cardinal 
Mundelein, Papal Legate to the Congress, to the glorious and 
triumphal closing procession. During all those days filled with public 
ceremonies to honor Christ, and the many sectional meetings where 
matters pertaining to the Church were discussed, Jesus Christ, the 
Way, the Truth and the Life formed the focal point of all. 


Monday — October 17th 
Reception of the Cardinal Legate 


HE day before the opening ceremonies of the Congress, His 

Eminence Cardinal Mundelein arrived in New Orleans, not 

merely as a visiting prelate but as the personal representative 
of Pope Pius XI, the successor of St. Peter and spiritual father of 
millions of Catholics throughout the world. The impressive welcome 
accorded the Prelate at the station and at the historic St. Louis 
Cathedral was in keepirig with his dignity as a Prince of the Church 
and the representative of the Holy Father. Later, at a civic reception, 
Cardinal Mundelein was greeted by the Mayor of the city, the Governor 
of the state and the representative of the President of the nation, 
Postmaster General James A. Farley. The latter read an inspiring 
message from the President. The Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, the Most Reverend Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, was likewise 
present. His Excellency, Archbishop Rummel of New Orleans, gave 
the official welcome of the archdiocese to the Papal Legate, to which 
the Cardinal himself responded cordially. 














Tuesday — October 18th 
Formal Opening of the Congress 


HIS was perhaps the most colorful day in the history of New 
¢ Orleans, as the solemn opening of the Congress took place 
with a Pontifical High Mass offered in the Municipal Stadium, 
where seats had been provided for 70,000 persons. The sun gleamed 
upon the brilliant mitres and robes of 100 archbishops, bishops and 
abbots seated on a platform near the altar, and illuminated the 
transparent golden dome above. The theme of the Congress, “Jesus 
Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life” was the subject of a sermon 
given by Archbishop Edward Mooney, of Detroit. He said in part: 
“The Blessed Sacrament is the true remedy for atheism and all other 
evils of the times. If the rulers of nations met in Eucharistic Con- 
gresses, the issues of peace or war would not hang precariously in 
the balance... Employers and employees who kneel together at the 
Communion rail will surely feel the inconsistency of their standing 
apart in their workaday lives...” 
It was at the close of Archbishop Mooney’s address that the long 














236 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


threatened rain began to fall. Thousands of those attending the 
Mass hurried for cover, but the Cardinal and his assistants, unhurried 
and unperturbed, proceeded with the solemn Sacrifice of the Mass. 
After a few moments, the rain ceased to fall and the clouds began 
to part. The Mass continued on to its conclusion while those in 
attendance knelt on wet benches or on the sodden ground. 

Immediately following the Mass, an inspiring and consoling 
message was broadcast to the vast congregation by Pope Pius XI from 
Vatican City. The Holy Father exhorted Catholics in the United 
States to be “a shining example of Catholic faith and virtue in these 
troubled times.” The full text of his message is given on another 
page. 

The magnificent ostensorium executed especially for the 
Eucharistic Congress was used for the first time on Tuesday evening 
for the Benediction service of the general assembly in City Park 
Stadium. The zeal and faith of many ardent lovers of the Blessed 
Sacrament were manifested by the gold and jewels which were donated 
toward the fashioning of this exquisite monstrance-throne for the 
King of kings, portraying the Catholic history of New Orleans and 
Louisiana. The great golden dome of the 75-ft. canopy over the 
altar in Stadium Park shone brilliantly, and the indirect lighting of 
the ironwork tracery added to the spectacular effect of the stadium 
scene at night. His Eminence Cardinal Mundelein presided at the 
meeting, and His Excellency, Archbishop Mitty of San Francisco, 
spoke movingly of the power of the Blessed Sacrament in the world 
today. In reference to conditions of the world as they are at present, 
he said: “It is either to worship at the altar of Christ or the altar 
of evil. It is either Communion with the life-giving Body of Our 
Lord or the barbaric engorgement of all human society. It is union 
and charity in Christ among men of all nations, or it is separation, 
hatred, war and bioodshed. There is no other choice. The salvation 
of the world is in the Blessed Sacrament.” 

At midnight on Tuesday, Archbishop Rummel celebrated 
Pontifical Low Mass in St. Louis Cathedral. 


Wednesday — October 19th 

The Children’s Homage 
N WEDNESDAY morning, the “Catholic Church of tomorrow” 
filed in solemn procession into the Stadium, for it was 
Children’s Day at the Eighth National Eucharistic Congress. 
Children of all ages were there, from babies in the arms of their 
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mothers to high school boys and girls, and college and university 
students. Before daybreak the youthful pilgrims were on the march, 
and the rising sun saw scores of busses already on the roads headed 
for New Orleans. In the city itself the rising hour for the children 
was almost as early. Donning the official white uniform, with capes 
and hats in school colors for the girls and ties for the boys, they ate 
a hasty breakfast, or no breakfast at all, and hurried to their re- 
spective schools. Then began the march to the Stadium. Finally all 
were in place in the great structure as the Mass began. The first 
solemn moment came when Archbishop Howard intoned the “Kyrie 
eleison” of the Mass, and 11,000 childish voices were raised in the 
responses and the singing of the ordinary of the Mass. Trained in 
groups throughout the city, the children were brought together for 
the first time at the Stadium, as the largest choir ever heard in New 
Orleans. One hundred schools in New Orleans and the adjoining 
parishes were represented at the Children’s Mass. 

With about 35,000 young Americans present, and as many adults, 
swelling the number of attendants to 70,000, this meeting constituted 
the largest formal assemblage in the history of New Orleans. His 
Excellency, Most Rev. Edward Howard, Archbishop of Portland, 
celebrated the High Mass, and His Eminence Cardinal Mundelein 
briefly addressed the children before bestowing the Papal benediction. 
“This is your day at the Congress,” the Cardinal Legate told them. 
“Our Savior loved little children best of all, and when His disciples 
pushed them away He would call them back to be close to Him. The 
prayers of children are particularly pleasing to Our Lord, and it 
would seem that your prayers are more effective than ours, for you 
have sunshine today, and yesterday we had pouring rain... If you 
are good children, you will be good men and women, and will build 
up the Church. The Holy Father has commissioned me to bring you 
a special blessing... and I bring it to you with a heart full of 
admiration and gratitude to you and to the Catholic people of this 
city.” Most Rev. Bernard J. Shiel, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, 
also addressed the children, warning them of the destructive influences 
of materialism, and admonishing them that “without Jesus Christ, 
we can neither go, nor know, nor live aright.” 


Holy Hour 


Lights blazed once more on the beautiful altar in the Stadium 
for the Holy Hour for men at eleven o'clock that evening, when 
approximately 70,000 persons again bowed in homage before the 
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Most Blessed Sacrament and burst into song in praise of their 
Eucharistic King. After the singing of the O Salutaris, Most Rev. 
John G. Murray, Archbishop of St. Paul, directed those present on the 
first point of their meditation: “Jesus, the Way.” Then followed the 
other points of meditation: “Jesus, the Light” and “Jesus, the Truth,” 
with the singing of hymns interspersed. After the conclusion of the 
meditations and prayers, the floodlights were extinguished, leaving 
only the altar lights burning. Then thousands of tiny lights sprang 
into being from the myriads of candles held by the worshippers, and 
in this mellow illumination, a Pontifical Low Mass was celebrated 
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament given. The men then 
renewed their Holy Name pledge. 


Thursday - October 20th 
Closing Day of the Congress 


N THURSDAY morning, Solemn Pontifical Mass for women 
was celebrated in Stadium Park by the Most Reverend Amleto 
Giovanni Cicognani. Their voices rising in unison during the 

Mass, the 60,000 women in attendance gave a glorious demonstration 
of their love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. As far as the eye 
could reach there were women — mothers with babies in their arms, 
grandmothers, young wives and maidens. 

In sharp contrast to the brilliant display made by the colorful 
garb of the women were the dark habits of the nuns. From four 
continents of the world the good Sisters had come, from scores of 
cities and from almost every state in the union, representatives of 
nearly every religious order. When a sudden downpour of rain sent 
thousands of the women scurrying to shelter, not a single nun left 
her place. The sky grew darker and the rain fell in torrents, but 
still the Sisters remained. The rain wilted their snowy coifs and 
guimpes, their fluted caps and white headpieces. But for the Sisters 
it was a mere incident. They had come from far and near to attend 
the Eighth National Eucharistic Congress, and a mere shower could 
not deter them from their purpose. 


Speaking earlier at a sectional meeting of religious, Archbishop . 


Cicognani spoke feelingly of the debt the world owes to the sacrifices 
end prayers of religious. He said in part: “The Church encourages, 
honors and protects religious institutes, because she knows their worth 
for the accomplishment of individual and social good; the more you 
build up these forces with your virtues and above all with devotion 
to the Eucharist, so much the more do you aid in attaining the aims 














“HOSANNA! GLORY! PRAISE BE THINE!” 


Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the same Lord and King 
who reigns in glory amid the adoring choirs of angels. How 
fitting, then, that earth should vie with heaven in offering Him 
the most magnificent homage within its power — the glorious 
homage of a Eucharistic Congress! May His Eucharistic kingdom 


come! 
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of the Church, in accomplishing the purpose of her Divine Founder. 
Jesus Christ.” 

At the close of the Mass, all present united in singing the official 
Eucharistic Congress hymn, after which followed the address by Most 
Reverend Samuel A. Stritch, Archbishop of Milwaukee, in which he 
sounded a plea for chastity and social unity. “The Eucharist,” he 
said, “is the Bread of Virgins, the food of the chaste. It is the anti- 
dote for unbridled passion and the strength of the clean of heart.” 
He likewise termed the Holy Eucharist “a great social sacrament,” 
and “the Table of the Lord whereat Christians gather to feed upon 
the Bread of Angels.” 

On Thursday was also offered a Solemn Pontifical Mass for the 
negro youth of New Orleans at Xavier University. Bishop Henry F. 
Rohlman of Davenport, Iowa, was the celebrant. Several hundred 


children attended, singing the ordinary parts of the Mass. Acolytes 


from the seminary served at the Mass and held ceremonial torches 
during the Consecration. The Most Reverend Christopher E. Byrne, 
Bishop of Galveston, chose as the topic of his address “Jesus Christ, 
yesterday, today and the same forever.” He stressed the importance 
of faith and declared that without the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist, the world has no outstanding memorial of the visit of the 
Son of God to this earth. 

This was but one of the many demonstrations in which the colored 
people of our nation proved their devotion to Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament, In a special address, His Eminence praised the faith of 
their race and exhorted the colored people to be zealous in aiding 
the cause of the Catholic Church in this country. ‘ 


Christ Marches in Triumph 


The glorious climax of the Congress came on Thursday afternoon 
when scores of thousands of persons marched in the triumphal pro- 
cession accompanying Christ the King. The public exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, with final Benediction in the Stadium, followed 
a glorious procession through the streets of New Orleans lined by 
thousands of spectators. 

Beneath a white canopy, on a float decked with yellow and white 
chrysanthemums and nasturtiums, the Papal Legate knelt before the 
beautiful jeweled monstrance enthroning the Sacred Host, as the float 
moved slowly along the long procession. As it passed along, drawn 
by laymen clad in white, Catholics knelt in adoration of their King 
and Savior hidden beneath the humble species of a pure white Host. 
As a moving pageant, its magnificent color imparted by human partici- 
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pants alone, as an assembly of lay persons, of religious, of priests 
and members of the hierarchy, and as an expression of Catholic faith 
and ardor, the demonstration was unique in the South. 

It was 3:45 P.M. when the first units of the procession passed 
through the north entrance of the Stadium. The uniforms of the 
school children, the banners and the flags gleamed brilliantly in the 
late afternoon sunshine. The children were ushered to seats in the 
field, where their capes and caps slowly formed a living bed of color. 
At dusk the huge open-air cathedral was two-thirds filled, and still 
the marchers poured in through the open gate. Another hour passed. 
The floodlights were turned on and the altar and official emblem at 
opposite ends of the amphitheater illuminated. The singing of hymns 
and recitation of litanies occupied the time of the children during their 
long wait. 

Then the liturgical division of the procession passed through the 
east entrance, across to the altar end of the Stadium, and a deep silence 
fell as the immense throng rose to its feet. Fourth Degree Knights 
of Columbus, in uniform, ranged themselves on the steps leading up 
to the altar, forming a lane through which the Cardinal and his suite 
were later to pass. As the 1100 altar boys marched into the Stadium, 
the assembled school bands led the singing of “Sweet Sacrament 
Divine.” More than two hundred seminarians followed the altar boys, 
to seat themselves in front with a large-group of two thousand mem- 
bers of the clergy present. Then came the members of men’s religious 
orders in their distinctive garbs, followed by the monsignori, sixty- 
three in number, fourteen abbots, twenty-one bishops and three 
archbishops in their white copes and mitres. Accompanying the prel- 
ates as a guard of honor were Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus 
in ceremonial dress. Then followed one thousand flower girls. 

It was seven o’clock. Through the silence came the pealing of 
the Congress bell, and the sweet odor of burning incense. Archbishop. 
Rummel, walking with measured tread, appeared, followed by the 
canopied float carrying the Cardinal Legate kneeling before the Blessed 
Sacrament. Slowly they passed before the great throng and came to 
a stop at the foot of the altar steps. 

Swords flashed in the air, as the Papal Legate descended with the 
ostensorium and mounted to the altar, four trumpeters sounding a 
fanfare. Exhortations were read by Most Rev. John A. Duffy, Bishop 
of Buffalo, urging Catholics to retain their fidelity to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and thus preserve the spiritual fruits of the Congress. The 
“Tantum Ergo” was sung by those assembled, and as Cardinal 
Mundelein raised aloft the ostensorium containing the Sacred Host 
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in triple blessing of the faithful, the trumpets sounded forth again 
and lighted candles by the thousands dotted the Stadium tiers. After 
the solemn Benediction, the Cardinal Legate knelt before the altar 
reciting the Divine Praises with the faithful. Then he descended the 
altar steps through the lane of upraised swords of the guard of honor 
while the sonorous notes of the Congress hymn rolled forth for the 
last time: “Hosanna! Glory! Praise be Thine!” The Eighth National 
Eucharistic Congress was ended, but its eventful days had been record- 
ed as a living memory in the hearts of its participants and in the 
annals of the Catholic Church of America. 


The Holy Father’s Address 


Following is the text, in English translation, of the message His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XI, broadcast by radio to the Eighth National 


Eucharistic Congress: — 

While Christ, the Lord, who alone is “the Way, the Truth and the 
Life,” holds magnificent triumph among you in New Orleans, which 
has become as an altar for the entire nation, We warmly felicitate 
Our children on this festal occasion and, rejoicing exceedingly in their 
fervent zeal and piety, paternally and gladly unite with you in word, 
hope and prayer. 

Indeed, many things cause Us fear and anxiety. Particularly, We 
see many men who hold as valueless and reject and spurn those Divine 
precepts of the Gospel, which alone can bring salvation to humanity. 
We can scarcely refrain from tears when We behold Eternal Majesty 
set aside, outraged, or with unspeakable wickedness held up as an 
enemy to reviling execration. 

May We not discern, however, a promise of better things for the 
Universal Church in the reflowering among you and all peoples of 
Eucharistic love and the daily increase of ardent devotion for the 
August Sacrament? For, if the Blessed Sacrament, in the words of 
Our wise predecessor, is to be thought of as a “‘center whereon Chris- 
tian life in all its amplitude takes its stand,” so that It may be called 
“The Soul of the Church,” It must be that wherever It is solemnly 
adored and received with pious frequency It will heal the ills and in- 
firmities of men and will quicken and strengthen them in Christian 
virtues. 

Where Christ is, there is heaven. It is therefore devoutly to be 
hoped that the kingdom of heaven is being renewed and reinvigorated 
wherever there is deep devotion to the Holy Eucharist and where It 
becomes the nourishment of souls. While We exhort you from our 
paternal heart to most holy zeal toward the Blessed Sacrament, We 
fervently pray with you that, strong in youth, your people, who stand 
Serth in wealth and power, many be also a chining eximgle of Catheite 
Faith and Christian virtue. 

The Holy Father concluded by imparting the Apostolic Benedic- 


tion. 
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That They May Rest in Peace 





T CHRISTMAS time, memory loves to dwell on scenes 

of the past. With a touch of sadness it brings before 
our minds the faces of dear ones who were with us 
on by-gone Christmas days, but who now have passed 
into the mysterious realms of eternity. One by one 
they pass before our mental vision — our parents, our 
sisters and brothers, our bosom friends, the dear com- 
panions of our youth. But while we think of them, 
do we also pray for them and offer them gifts which will be to their 
benefit if they have not yet attained to the bliss of heaven? It may 
be that for some of them many Christmases have come and gone and 
yet they are detained in the place of expiation, for a soul must be 
perfectly pure before it may appear in the presence of Him who is 
all. purity. In all the intervening years since their departure from us, 
have we been faithful in offering suffrages for them, in asking God 
to grant them eternal rest and peace? Or must it be said of us that 
we have neglected this great duty of charity? 

A beautiful legend of the Middle Ages tells of a poor soul whom 
God permitted to leave purgatory one Christmas Eve, to visit the fire- 
sides of its relatives and friends on earth, that it might console those 
who sorrowed over its absence and gather the suffrages which 
on that night of sweet memories they would offer in its behalf. Joy- 
fully the soul departed, to visit once again the places it had held so 
dear, and to gaze upon the faces of loved ones, now perhaps overcast 
with sorrow because of the toll death had so lately taken. But ere 
morning dawned the soul returned, sorrowful because of having tasted 
the bitter cup of forgetfulness. Among the many friends it had visited, 
only a few had recalled the memory of the dear absent one, though 
not a year had passed since death had claimed her for its own; and 
among those faithful few, only one or two had thought of breathing 
a prayer for the soul’s repose. 

On the feast of Christmas, above all others, the souls deprived 
of the Beatific Vision must ardently yearn to be with God and to 
partake of His infinite happiness in heaven. How touchingly they 
would plead with us to assist them to attain this happiness, could they 
but visit us this Christmas Eve. Oh, let us not fail to pray and offer 
suffrages for them, that they, too, may have a share in the universal 
joy of Christmas and that this blessed feast may, through the mercy 
of God, witness their entrance into paradise. 
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“The mercy of God endureth forever,” says the psalmist; and 
we have the assurance of Our Lord that whatsoever we ask the Father 
in His Name will be granted to us. If we ask, in the sweet Name of 
Jesus, that the souls of our dear ones and those of all the faithful 
departed may be refreshed by the streams of His mercy, can the Heav- 
enly Father refuse our plea? Day by day, in the prayers of the Mass, 
the Church implores for her departed children “a place of refresh- 
ment, light and peace.” Let us make a peace-offering through the 
Divine Child Jesus of Holy Masses and Communions offered and in- 
dulgences gained for them. Mary, the Queen of Peace, will present 
our offering to her Divine Son, to purchase for the holy souls the 
everlasting peace of paradise. 

epopotpe 


A Christmas Legend 





HERE was a tradition cherished among the ancient 
Spanish peoples of certain parts of New Mexico, 
that long ago when the Infant Savior was about to be 
born into the world, and there was no room for Him, 
singing angels passed in rapid flight all over the earth, 
looking for a spot where He might be laid. At length 
they came to an Indian stronghold in what is now New 
Mexico. This beautiful spot might, they thought, be their journey’s 
end. But no! As they neared the earth, they heard the Indians 
quarreling, so they quickly flew away. The Indians heard the rustling 
of wings. Looking up, they beheld a marvelous light. Immediately 
their anger vanished; dropping on their knees, they asked the Great 
Spirit to give them peace. Ever after that time, on Christmas Eve, 
there was heard in that place a rustling of angel wings and the sound 
of heavenly anthems. All who made a pilgrimage to the spot and 
prayed devoutly were granted what they asked, if their hearts were 

peace-filled and they were directly beneath the course the angels took. 

Typical of the favors said to have been granted there by the Infant 

Jesus are those here narrated. 


“The Blind See, the Lame Walk” 





Down a steep mesa slope through a rough desert studded with 
barren ridges and dry washes, trudged Petra Peralta and her blind 
father, two days before Christmas. They were bound for Chimayo — 
the place of miracles — to beg of the tiny Infant King the restoration 
of the father’s sight. Petra felt certain that the Infant would hear 
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their prayers and grant sight to her father. They reached Chimayo 
at nightfall and found a great crowd ahead of them. Beneath a 
cottonwood tree they ate their frugal supper, sharing it with a family 
who had carried a paralytic child one hundred miles, hoping for its 
cure. “There is within the Church a little empty bed of straw,” the 
mother explained. “It is close to the altar, and in it I shall lay my 
little Pablo. It is the Infant’s bed. Tomorrow Pablo will walk for 
the first time.” 

That night, Petra and her father, with the rest of the pilgrims, 
slept beneath the stars. With the first streaks of the rosy dawn, the 
church was opened. Little Pablo was placed in the Infant’s bed. 
“Lead me near the little bed, Petra mia,” said the father to his 
daughter. But they had to remain in the rear of the church, far from 
the tiny bed of straw, for the crowd pushed past the blind man and 
little Petra. All morning the father knelt and prayed. At noon 
Petra offered him food, but he would not take it. “Dear, good Infant 
Savior, give me sight, sight that I may support my little ones,” he 
prayed over and over again. Then came night— it was Christmas 
Eve. There was deep silence in the church. Suddenly in the distance 
came the whir-r-r of the angels’ wings in the air above them. All 
save Petra’s father, who had fallen asleep, and little Pablo in the 
crib, fell upon their knees. A marvelous song was heard far away 
in the clouds. Little Pablo sat up in the crib, smiled, climbed out and 
ran joyously to his mother. When the sound of wings and the 
heavenly music could no longer be heard, the people slowly left the 
church — all save Petra and her sleeping father. She feared to waken 
him; he had slept through the passing of the angels and she knew 
his disappointment would be great. She asked the dear Infant: to 
give her strength to comfort her father; then she, too, fell asleep. 

When Petra awoke, her father was gone. The sun shone in 
through the doors and windows. A few women prayed near the 
altar. Petra went outside to look for her father, a piercing fear 
stabbing her heart lest harm might have befallen him. As she stepped 
out of the church door, she nearly wept for joy. — Down the narrow 
street, coming toward the church, walked her father, with a new firm, 
steady step. Then Petra knew that his eyes were opened. Together 
they made their way to the altar, very near the little Infant’s bed, to 
offer Him their hearts’ deep gratitude. 

May the Divine Infant find many “peace-filled” hearts upon which 
to bestow His blessings this Christmas, and may we learn from this 
beautiful legend His favoritism for those who approach Him with 
loving confidence. 
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Another “Golden Opportunity”’ 





RESH in the memory of many of our dear readers is 
the “Golden Opportunity” which was presented to them 
some years ago when we were striving to complete the 
Chapel of Perpetual Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois. 
This Golden Opportunity afforded a means whereby 
donors might have their names and the names of loved 
ones perpetually enshrined within the sacred altar of 
exposition, beneath the very monstrance in which the Most Blessed 
Sacrament was to be exposed day and night. The names of the many 
benefactors who availed themselves of this opportunity have been 
reposing there at the feet of Jesus since the chapel was completed, 
and we trust they will remain there until the angels have drawn the 
curtains of time, and eternity has begun. Who can say what treasures 
of grace Jesus lavishes upon those whose names remain there as a 
“voice of petitioning love” to His compassionate Heart beating in the 
Sacred Host! 

Now another Golden Opportunity presents itself. Our dear 
readers know how earnestly we have been trying to secure funds to 
erect the much-needed chapel and convent of Perpetual Adoration for 
our new foundation in Tucson, Arizona. The present chapel is only 
a large room of a former residence improvised to serve as a court 
of honor of Christ the King. It has already proved much too small 
for the Sisters and the many fervent lay adorers who delight to hold 
audience with the King as He reigns upon His throne of love. 


A Monstrance of Golden Hearts 


Plans are now under way for the fashioning of a beautiful golden 
monstrance in which the Most Blessed Sacrament will be exposed in 
the new chapel at Tucson. It will be a “Monstrance of Golden Hearts” 
executed in the ornate Spanish Renaissance style of art. The most 
outstanding feature of this lovely monstrance will be the Golden 
Hearts with which it will be adorned. There will be golden hearts 
around the crystal immediately encircling the Sacred Host; there will 
be a golden heart representing the Immaculate Heart of Mary; there 
will be golden hearts representing the nine choirs of adoring angels; 
there will be golden hearts on the outer rim of the monstrance, and 
there will be yet more golden hearts upon its base. But-perhaps the 
most beautiful of all will be the jewel-studded hearts in the lunula, 
the receptacle which holds the Sacred Host itself. 
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All these golden hearts are being designed to represent the hearts 
of love of those who contribute toward the erection of the convent 
and chapel of perpetual adoration. They will be but the symbol of 
the love for Jesu Hostia which burns within the hearts of His faithful 
ones. And upon the hearts will be engraven the initials of those 
who offer Him a proof of their sacrificial love, by helping to erect 
a more worthy chapel wherein He may reign and draw souls unto 
Himself. 

What a glorious privilege to have one’s initials engraven upon 
the very monstrance wherein Jesus reposes! What a joy to know that 
in life and in death, one’s initials are engraven there so close to the 
God of Love hidden beneath the thin white veils of the Eucharist! 
And, when the veils of time have been withdrawn, who can doubt but 
that those fortunate ones will find their names written forever in the 
Book of Life, yes, within the very Heart of Jesus itself! 

Dear friends, will you not help us to give this Monstrance of 
Golden Hearts to our Divine Savior, who has given to each and every 
one of us all that we are and have? Will you not assist us to erect 
a more worthy chapel and convent to the honor of Christ the King, to 
whom our Arizona foundation is dedicated? The ensuing issue of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” will bring to you a diagram of the beau- 
tiful monstrance. We believe when you see it you will long for nothing 
more earnestly than to have your initials and those of loved ones 
engraven upon it, a testimonial of your love for the God of love, and 
an ever-present petition to His merciful Heart for the spiritual and 
material blessings of which you are in need. 

Contributions of any amount, even the smallest “widow’s mite,” 
will be most gratefully accepted. Those who find they can give only 
an offering of 25¢ may also rejoice, for as was done at Mundelein, 
so also in Tucson those names will be placed beneath the sacred 
monstrance, enshrined within the very altar. Those who have it within 
their means to make more kingly gifts will be even more privileged, 
by having their initials engraven upon the golden hearts. Our Blessed 
Savior knows the value of each offering in sacrifice and self-denial, 
and His rewards will be meted out accordingly. 

Now that we are preparing to celebrate the touching feast of 
Christ’s Nativity — that feast which commemorates the unspeakably 
great gift which Jesus made of Himself to us and for us— perhaps 
some of our dear friends and readers would like to make their gift 
in honor of the Infant King, as an act of thanksgiving for His coming 
to us and in reparation for the coldness and indifference which the 
world has always shown Him. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


The Apostles’ Creed 
FourtH ARTICLE 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
Continued 


FTER rebuking His enemies with Divine authority for 
their unbelief and blindness, Jesus turned toward the 
people, as if He judged their leaders unworthy to hear 
the truth. For the benefit also of the latter, however, 
he related to them the parable of a certain householder 
who let out his vineyard to husbandmen and met with 
shameful treatment at their hands. In this parable He 
plainly set forth who He was, from whom He held His 
authority, and what would be His destiny; and in His 
portrayal of the wicked and treacherous husbandmen 
He clearly showed His enemies a picture of themselves. (See Matt. 
xxi. 33-41.) 





Jesus Outwits His Crafty Enemies 

Exasperated but undaunted, the princes of the priests and scribes 
withdrew to meditate fresh plots, for they were determined at all 
costs to compromise Jesus in the eyes of the Roman authority. If 
they could make Him pass for a revolutionist and a dangerous agitator, 
the Governor, ever zealous for the imperial rights, would without 
delay take -the desired action against Him. The Pharisees and 
Herodians, although usually at bitter enmity with one another, now 
united their forces to oppose and destroy Jesus. Cleverly and rapidly 
the emissaries chosen from among them planned a new intrigue. Then 
with affected scruples of conscience and a pretense of wishing only 
to do what was right, they approached Jesus. ‘“Master,’’ they said, 
‘‘we know that Thou art a true speaker, and teachest the way of God 
in truth, neither carest Thou for any man; for Thou dost not regard 
the person of men’ (Matt. xxii. 16). By these flattering remarks they 
wished to gain Christ’s favor and to put Him off His guard. Then 
they put their crafty question in a casual and familiar way, as if 
sincerely seeking His counsel: “Tell us, therefore, what dost Thou 
think, is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not?’ (Ibid. 17.) 
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No more insidious question could have been proposed to Jesus 
than this. The subject of paying tribute to Rome was one that excited 
violent feelings among the people because it involved the question of 
national independence. The Jews paid it only under protest, eagerly 
awaiting the time when the Messiah would come and break the yoke 
of their bondage. Refusal to pay this tax was a capital crime and 
most strictly inquired into. The Galileans, above all, had the reputa- 
tion of being ardent upholders of independence. The questioners 
therefore had no doubt that Jesus, in His character of a Galilean, 
would condemn the tribute, which was the symbol of His country’s 
servitude, and would thus furnish the grounds for accusation so much 
desired. But to the Divine intellect of Jesus their device was trans- 
parent as crystal. ‘‘Why do you tempt Me, ye hypocrites?’ (Matt. 
xxii. 18) He asked, unmasking their dishonorable intention and 
rebuking their insincerity. They had laid stress upon His love of 
truth; now He gave them an unexpected proof of it. Then He 
requested that they show Him one of the coins with which they were 
accustomed to pay the tax, and asked whose image it bore. They 
answered, ‘‘Caesar’s.”” And Jesus, breaking their snare with a masterly 
stroke, addressed to them those forceful words which expressed the 
standard of human conduct for all times: ‘‘Render, therefore, to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” 
(Matt: xxii. 21). 

There were at the time two kinds of coins current among the 
Jews— the one typifying the earthly rights of civil authority, the 
other the rights of God. Jesus availed Himself of this distinction to 
set forth not only for those present but for His disciples of all times 
one of the most necessary of all truths: the distinction of the two 
societies to which man belongs—the Church and the state. In one 
grand sentence, so simple yet so fraught with meaning, He summed 
up the whole extent of the duties of man, intended as he is for the 
service of God, but having also to live in union with other men. The 
spiritual kingdom which He was about to establish should no longer 
be confounded with earthly kingdoms. His kingdom — the Church, was 
to exist in the midst of earthly kingdoms, respecting their authority, 
often opposed and persecuted by them, never interfering with their 
lawful operations, but offering firm resistance whenever they might 
seek to trespass upon its domain. And the Church has always taught, 
with her Divine Founder, that the temporal authority must be obeyed, 
except when it is at variance with God’s commands and violates the 
consciences of its subjects. 

Cunning as the enemies of Jesus were, they found in Him a 
superiority of mind before which they were forced to bow and to retire 
abashed. Confounded and wonder-stricken, they withdrew in silence. 
It was now the turn of the Sadducees to try their skill at ensnaring 
Jesus, but it is not clear what they expected to accomplish by the 
query which they proposed. Denying, as they did, all belief in a 
future life, they regarded with disdain all views which did not agree 
with their own. They therefore proposed to Jesus a problem which 
involved the resurrection of the dead, the purpose of which was. to 
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render absurd the doctrine of a future life. But they, too, soon 
experienced the incomparable superiority of intellect of the Divine 
Teacher. In a few clear, direct statements, Jesus showed the frivolous 
case in question to be without foundation, and again His enemies 
were obliged to retire in defeat. On this occasion, as on others, Jesus 
seized the opportunity to inculcate the beautiful doctrines of His 
kingdom. The audience, pleased with this new triumph of His Divine 
wisdom, applauded Him, and the number of His followers increased. 

Thus, in the midst of the incessant struggles which assailed Jesus 
on the last days of His ministry, He appeared ever more triumphant 
and invulnerable. He escaped every ambush with the greatest ease, 
and those who thought to destroy Him only increased His greatness. 
The wiles of His enemies only succeeded in bringing out His power 
and wisdom and thus in producing the opposite effect from that which 


they had intended. 
The Scribes and Pharisees Denounced as Hypocrites 


Later in the afternoon of the same day (Tuesday), Jesus pro- 
nounced a vehement malediction upon the heads of the Jewish nation, 
couched in the most severe terms. One by one He pointed out the 
crimes and abuses of which they had made themselves guilty, and de- 
nounced them unmercifully, beginning each denunciation with the 
terrible malediction, ‘“Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
Well did Jesus know that while He was overwhelming them with His 
Divine and holy indignation they were plotting His destruction and 
signing His death-warrant. But that mattered not to Him. He had 
come to bear testimony to the truth, and insincerity, pride and hard- 
ness of heart were intolerable to Him. Again the deep sadness evoked 
by the thought of the terrible retribution which the crime of His 
death was to draw down upon His people and His city found expres- 
sion in a touching lamentation: ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children, as the hen doth gather her 
chickens under her wings, and thou wouldst not. Behold, your house 
shall be left to you desolate. For I say to you, you shall not see Me 
henceforth till you say: Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord” (Matt. xxiii. 37, 38). 


The Terrifying Shadow of the Cross 


Toward evening, some Gentiles sought an audience with Jesus. 
They showed, by their respectful attitude, that it was not mere curi- 
osity that impelled them, but a deep interior attraction which made 
them long to become acquainted with the great Prophet of Galilee. 
And Jesus, seeing Himself sought after by these Gentiles at the very 
moment when the Jews were rejecting Him, was overcome by a Divine 
emotion. His whole destiny lay plain before Him, austere yet glori- 
ous; He saw with His inward eye His future death and triumph, and 
in His death the cause of His ultimate victory. This He revealed by 
the following words, spoken with singular pathos: “The hour is come 
that the Son of Man should be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, 
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unless the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, itself remaineth 
alone. But if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit’ (John xii. 23-25). 
The thought of His approaching, nay, His imminent death, and 
of the terrible struggles that were before Him, drew from Jesus a cry 
of anguish. Although in perfect agreement with the will of His Father, 
He keenly felt an instinctive repugnance to suffering and death, and 
He disclosed to His disciples this terrible inward conflict. ‘“‘Now is 
My Soul troubled,” He exclaimed. “And what shall I say? Father 
save Me from this hour. But for this cause I came unto this hour. 
Father, glorify Thy Name” (John xii, 27, 28). The hour of agony 
on Mount Olivet cast its shadow before. Prompted by His human 
nature and will, He begged the Father to avert this hour of death. 
Then He gathered up all the strength of His Divine will, and as He 
had done so often during His life and would do very soon amid the 
shadows of Olivet, He now ratified the great sacrificial vow to glorify 
His Father by His death. 

The occasion was a solemn one; it must have deeply moved those 
who witnessed it. Then a wondrous manifestation came to magnify 
and exalt Him who thus abased Himself before God and men. A voice 
was heard from heaven, which to the bystanders sounded like a 
thunder clap — the same voice which had sounded at Christ’s baptism 
and at His transfiguration — ‘I have both glorified it, and will glorify 
it again” (John xii. 28). And Jesus said to those who surrounded 
Him: “This voice came not because of Me, but for your sakes. Now 
is the judgment of the world: now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things 
to Myself’ (Ibid. 30-32). This last remark, as the evangelist explains, 
referred to the death Jesus was to die. 

If it was willed by the Father that the blind and unbelieving 
nation should reply to Christ’s appeal only by crucifying Him, it was 
also willed that His death should conquer sin and draw all men unto 
Him. The “prince of this world’’ was preparing to nail Him to the 
Cross; but at the same time he was preparing, unawares, the throne, 
to the foot of which the Gentiles would flock in multitudes to adore 
their Savior. 

Never until this hour had Jesus spoken of His death with so firm an 
accent, nor showed more clearly how much that was glorious lay hidden 
beneath its shame. The purifying, gently attracting, all-conquering 
power of Christ was about to replace the tyrannical power of Satan 
and the world. By degrees, His Cross would draw all to Him as to 
the Source of all salvation, uniting all in one kingdom of grace and 
truth, of which He Himself would be the Head. 


A Last Appeal 


While Jesus was speaking, the multitude had gathered around 
Him. When they heard Him speak of the death of the Son of Man 
and of His lifting up on the Cross, many of them were offended. The 
idea of a Messiah enduring torture and death was revolting to a nation 
accustomed to the idea of a conquering Messiah. ‘‘We have heard out 
of the law,’ they protested, “that Christ abideth forever; and how 
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sayest Thou: .The Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son 
of Man?” (John xii. 34.) And Jesus, answering their question in- 
directly, said: “‘Yet a little while the light is among you. Walk whilst 
you have the light, that the darkness overtake you not; and he that 
walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. Whilst you have 
the light, believe in the light, that you may be the children of light” 
(Ibid. 35, 36). . 

This was a last earnest exhortation to ‘the people to desist from 
their incredulity and to believe in Him as the Redeemer sent by God. 
The light to which He referred was Himself,:the ‘“‘Light of the world,’ 
as He had publicly called Himself on previous occasions. To walk in 
His light meant to believe in Him and to accept His doctrine. 

These were Our‘Savior’s concluding admonitions of the day, and 
indeed the coneluding admonitions of His whole public teaching and 
revelation. Having uttered them, He rose to leave the Temple and to 
return with His disciples to Bethania. The prophesied desolation was 
even now commencing.' Jesus was leaving the Temple, never to enter 
it again.. With His departure a momentous change set in. The Temple, 
throughout so mary centuries the dwelling place of God, now ceased 
to be 'the seat of revelation and the spiritual centre of humanity. With 
the departure of Jesus, the light.of*the Temple and the lamp of Israel 
were extinguished, and the Temple ‘no lenger had ‘any. significance.) 

The scope of. this treatise does not permit our :giving in detail 
all the events’ of :these last days of Our Savior’s apostolate:. But those 
we have outlined will serve ‘to reveal the relations of Christ with the 
leaders of His chosen people, and to show forth the beauty and strength 
of His character in striking eontrast to the ignoble and menial. char- 
acters of the spiritual leaders of Israel. ‘They show us also the jealousy 
and pride which animated these religious leaders, and which so in- 
flamed their hearts with hatred and so blinded their minds to the 
Divine truth that they could not rest satisfied until they had quenched 
their fury in the Savior’s Blood. 

On the way to Bethania that evening, Jesus tarried with His 
disciples on ‘the slope of Mount Olivet and spoke to them long and 
earnestly of the coming destruction of Jerusalem, the scattering of 
the obdurate nation, the persecution of His Church, and finally, of the 
end of the world, the general resurrection and the last judgment, when 
He Himself would come. to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 
He related a number of parables, strikingly beautiful and practical in 
their application, which were to serve as lessons not only for His 


disciples there present, but also for those of all future times. 
To be continued 


Soetoro 


We must apologize to good Sister Maria Fortunata for omitting 
the installment of “One of God’s Joy-Bearers” this month. As all 
the available space was required to recount the events of the Eighth 
National Eucharistic Congress, we had to encroach upon the space 
usually devoted to the serial account of her life. Next month; God 
willing, we shall again continue the serial. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, when you receive this issue of “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory,” you will be getting ready for 
Advent —: that time which is so dear to all of us, be- 
cause it is the time when we prepare to receive the little 
Infant Jesus into our hearts. When He comes to you 
this Christmas, may He bring to you all the love which 
your hearts can hold, and all the blessings you and your 

dear ones néed! What will you do during Advent in preparation for 

Christmas ? 

Practice: For your practice this month, we. would like to suggest 
that you memorize the little poem we are giving and recite it each 
day during Advent. Perhaps you would like also to do at least one 
act of kindness toward some poor person as a preparation for the com- 
ing of the Infant Savior into your hearts: If you do not know any 
poor person, you might. like to give a little alms to’some charitable 
organization, or at least do one special act of’ kindness to someone 
before Christmas. 4 


—Snesyaig Ff Christmas Day Prayer 





Aspiration 


‘ 
re oe ar CIES aE 





Dear little Babe of Bethlehem, 
Oh, mighty King of kings, 
Enthroned upon a manger-bed 
While heavenly choirs sing. 


Teach me, sweet little Child Divine, 

To walk Thy little way, 

To know Thee, love Thee more 
and more, 

And serve Thee day by day. 





S000 0000 Oh, smile this day upon me, 


May the Infant J ome Come! dwell within my soul, 

ay the Infant Jesus i iy 
to each of our Little Lovers And lead me by Thy light Divine 
a happy and holy Christmas! To my eternal goal! 


Our “Little Flower’ Contest 


Dear little friends, you wil: be happy to know that the postman 
brought us nearly 100 letters telling something about the life of the 
Little Flower, for the first of our contest series. And the letters were 
so good that again it was very hard for us to decide which ones should 
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receive the prizes and honorable mention. But we asked the dear 
Little Flower to help us choose the right ones, and we feel sure she 
did. First prize in the group under twelve years goes to dear little 
Peggy Molan, seven years old, of Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little 
Falls, Minnesota. You will remember Peggy, as she received first 
prize in our last year’s Christmas contest, and wrote faithfully for the 
contests we had during the school year. She shares the honor of first 
prize with Robert Roger, age 11, also of Our Lady of Angels Academy. 


Here is Peggy’s letter: — 

On the day of her first Holy Communion, the Little Flower re- 
ceived two graces. She gave her heart so perfectly to Jesus that she 
never loved anyone else except for love of Him. She loved everybody 
because Jesus loved them. If anybody was unkind to her she repaid 
them with an act of kindness. To love Jesus so perfectly is the great- 
est grace. She also received the grace of a wonderful bravery in 
enduring pain and sorrow of all kinds. That grace is the kind that 
martyrs receive. In the afternoon of her first Holy Communion day, 
the Little Fiower read the act of consecration to Our Lady for herself 
and the other children. The statue of Our Lady seemed to smile on 
the children as they looked lovingly at her. Dear Little Flower, teach 
me to pray, when I visit Jesus and Mary every day. 


And this is what Robert told us about the Little Flower: — 

We all love this great saint. She was a human saint, full of 
little pranks just like us. She played, laughed and sang as we do. 
I smile every time I read of her mischievous pranks, especially when 
her mamma went to kiss her and she pretended to be asleep. Her 
repentance after makes one feel that she had a very tender conscience 
and must be a very tender flower in the eyes of God. The Little 
Flower loved nature from her earliest childhood; of Sunday after- 
noons, when she went walking with her father and mother, she had 
the happiest memories. Vivid and poetic impressions were made on 
her childish heart by the fields she saw, fields studded with corn- 
flowers, poppies and marguerites. When Therese was only eight years 
old she felt a distinct call to the convent life, and before she was nine, 
she begged to be allowed to enter the Carmelite Convent at Lisieux. 
On January 10, 1889, she received the holy habit of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, and the name Sister Therese of the Child Jesus and 
of the Holy Face. May Therese fill us all with love of God! 


Honorable mention in this group goes to: — 
Rosalie Gans — age 9, Notre Dame of Maryland School, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 
Ursula Meyer — age 10, St. Mary’s School, Clyde, Missouri. 
Rita Trabucco— age 11%, Our Lady of Grace School, Everett, Mass. 
Ethel Hook — age 7, St. Matthias School, Brooklyn, New York 
Richard O’Hara — age 11, St. Joseph’s School for the Blind, Jersey 
City, New Jersey. 
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In the group over 12 years, first prize goes to Ray Sima, age 14 
of Quigley Seminary, Chicago, Ill., and to Catherine Marie Pedrotti, 
age 13 years, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minnesota. 


Here is Ray’s splendid letter: — 

Who has not heard of the Little Flower? The entire Catholic 
world knows of, and fondly gives this sweet title to Sister Therese 
of the Child Jesus, who so recently has been raised to sainthood. 
Little Therese is another gentle name for this most prominent and 
popular of recent saints. Her beatification by the Church in 1923, 
and canonization in 1925, following so soon after her death in 1897, 
give a brilliant testimony of her extraordinary holiness. It would 
seem that God hastened to proclaim her sanctity, performing many 
miracles in her favor in order that mankind might as soon as possible, 
through her intercession, obtain heavenly graces and favors. 

St. Therese was born at Alencon, France, January 2, 1873; at 
the early age of 15 she began the life of a cloistered nun by entering 
the Carmelite Convent in Lisieux. In the convent she led a life of 
absolute trust and surrender to God, advancing in saintliness by her 
simple and childlike attachment to Jesus. 


This is what Catherine Marie wrote: — 

One day, Leo XIII was holding an audience. The people came 
forward one by one to kneel and receive his blessing. They had been 
warned not to speak to the Holy Father. A little girl slowly 
approached the throne. Kneeling, she reverently kissed his foot. 
Looking up with tears in her eyes she said: “Holy Father, I have 
a great favor to ask of you.” All present were greatly shocked at 
her apparent boldness, but Pope Leo bent down and inquired what 
the favor was. “Holy Father,” she answered, “allow me to enter 
Carmel when I am fifteen.” The Vicar General of their diocese stepped 
forward and addressing Pope Leo said, “Holy Father, this is a child 
who wishes to become a Carmelite and the Superiors are looking into 
the matter.” “Well, my child,” said His Holiness, ‘‘do whatever the 
superiors may decide.” But this did not satisfy her. ‘Holy Father,” 
she pleaded, “if you would only say yes, everyone else would be 
willing.” Looking into her eyes, he could almost read her very soul, 
so he said, ‘My child, you shall enter if God wills it.” 

This little girl was Marie Francoise Therese Martin, better known 
as the Little Flower. When she was but five years old, her mother 
died and she was left to the care of her saintly father. When she 
reached the age of fifteen, her ardent wish was fulfilled and she 
became a Carmelite nun. St. Therese led a life of penance and 
mortification. She joined Our Blessed Savior in His heavenly kingdom 
on September 30, 1897. After her death a shower of roses in the 
form of favors both spiritual and temporal were granted to those 
who asked them in her name. Many lessons may be learned by read- 
ing the life of the Little Flower, but her great trust and confidence 
in the fatherly kindness and goodness of God is the one that appeals 
to me most. 
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Honorable mention in this class goes to: — 

Catherine Helt — age 13, St. John’s School, Waunakee, Wisconsin. 
James Carroll — age 13, St. Finian’s School, Mullingar, Ireland. 
Yvonne Ruder—age 12, Junior Catholic H.S., Hays Kansas. 
Rita Wilhelm — age 13, St. Ann School, Toledo, Ohio. 

Pete Moeder — age 13, Redwing, Kansas. 

How happy we were to receive the letters from our many dear 
little friends at Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn., 
from Notre Dame of Maryland School, Baltimore, St. Joseph’s School 
for the Blind, Jersey City, N. J., St. Ann School, Toledo, Ohio, and the 
Catholic Junior High School, Hays, Kansas. It was just like a family 
reunion to receive the letters of those who were so faithful in taking 
part in the contests last year. And a very hearty welcome is extended 
to all those writing for the first time. We would not have space to 
name each one separately, so we just say “Hearty welcome,” and 
also “Come again and often” to each one. We also extend a cordial 
welcome to the new members of the Little Lovers’ League from the 
Catholic Junior High School, Hays, Kansas, the Catholic Orphanage, 
St. Joseph Missouri, and from Our Lady of Grace School, Everett, Mass. 
It makes us happy indeed to receive them, and we hope they will 
always remain faithful to the practices of the League. 


The Glorious Twelve 


We are now looking forward to receiving your letters about the 
two Apostles mentioned last month; we hope you will do as well as 
you did for the Little Flower contest. For our December contest, we 
want you to tell us about another glorious Apostle, called the “Disciple 
whom Jesus loved,” because of his angelic purity. He was one of the 
two brothers called by Our Lord the “Sons of Thunder.” We want 
you to give his name, and to mention two great favors which Jesus 
granted to him. Also tell us what his favorite saying was when he 
grew old and could no longer preach a long sermon to the people, 
and on what day his feast is celebrated. Our prize this month will 
be a box of stationery to each of the four winners. Try to make your 
papers very neat, also do not forget to give your age, the school you 
attend, and the name of your father or mother. 


mete 
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The Spirit of Advent — Jesus, Joy of the World — A Kingly 
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handsome Sacred Heart Shield, 

of French gray metal, approxi- 

mately 4 in. in size. A bust 

figure of Our Lord, with rays 
surrounding His Sacred Heart, stands 
out in relief on a circular medallion, 
around which are the words: I will 
bless every place where a picture of 
My Heart shall be exposed and honored. 
The medallion has been designed for 
the special purpose of being fastened 
upon the door frame, so that the image 
of the Sacred Heart may be an inspi- 
ration to all who enter or leave the 
home. It is mounted on an attractive 
folder upon which are printed the 
promises of the Sacred Heart to those 
who venerate It, with some ejacula- 
tions. Special price to Jan. 1, 19389 — 
20¢ each. ; 





Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated chain, 

















with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 inches $0.80 
Diamond shaped cocoa beads, white metal chain, scapular medal 
connection; length 17 in. with 1% in. cross -70 
Large cocoa beads on steel chain, with chain between beads, nickel- 
bound cross; length 24 in. -60 
Rosaries for children — small black cocoa beads on white metal 
CE esccicleees $0.40; white or colored beads 25 
Black cocoa beads —- medium size, on steel chain -25 


Imitation mother-of-pearl beads, sterling silver chain, cross and cen- 





ter; colors: blue, cream, green, pink 2.00 
(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the Bridgettine, 


Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 





eled edges and an artistic oxidized corpus. It is light in 
weight and may be held easily by a sick person; it is also 
suitable for hanging on the wall. An ideal gift for your 
pastor or a religious, as well as to the mother of a family. 
Size 7% inches. Special price to Jan. 1, 19389 — $1.00. 


with the Papal indulgence, the indulgence of the Stations and of the 
dying.) 





A beautiful imported Real Ebony Crucifix — with bev- 


(When remittance accompanies the order, the Crucifix will be enriched 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Christmas 
Gifts 


HE BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS will help you to solve your 
Christmas Gift difficulties this year. They are 68 in number and 
cover a wide variety of subjects, so that it will not be difficult for 

you to select some that will be suitable to the tastes of relatives and 

















friends. 


Many persons have adopted the custom of ordering one complete 
set of our booklets each year, to use along with their other gifts at 
Christmas. Putting one or two of the colorful little pamphlets in with 
the other Christmas gifts adds a note of the true Christmas spirit, for 
the booklets are not only colorful — they also add spiritual worth to 


your gifts. 
We make a special price of only $5.00 on our complete set of 
68 booklets. 


If you have not already done so, BEGIN NOW to include 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS among those you give at Christmas. ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” and the Benedictine Booklets make delightful gifts — 
ever profitable and ever new. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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